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News and Notes From Prairie Trailer 

New Addition to Sales Staff…... 
 
The new guy on the Prairie Trailer 
sales team is a familiar face to Prairie 
Trailer customers. For the last four 
and a half years Bill Gibson, Jr has 
been the Prairie Trailer Service Man-
ager.  Bill made the switch to sales-
the beginning of April. 
 
 He is excited to be seeing a new as-
pect of the trailer industry and is 
looking forward to visiting our cus-
tomers “out on the road.”  Let him 
help you with your trailer needs.  
   

Spring Brings Changes to Prairie Trailer Personnel 
Bill was the owner of a trucking com-
pany for nearly 20 years before join-
ing Prairie Trailer. Bill is the inventor 
of the Long Life Bushing Assembly 
sold at Prairie Trailer.  He enjoys 
hunting, fishing and cooking. Bill and 
his family live in Beardsley, MN.  

New Service Manager Onboard 
 
Dan Johnson is the new service man-
ager at Prairie Trailer. Dan has over 
25 years of experience in mechanics, 
welding, fabricating and mainte-
nance. Dan’s goal is to continue to 
offer the same quality work  our 
shop has always offered and to con-
tinue to grow as we add additional 
services. 
 
Dan hails from Wahpeton, ND and 
enjoys riding his Harley, fishing, 
boating , and racing in his spare 
time.  

Does My Boat Need A DOT? Or My Horse Trailer or My Race Trailer? 
Do Commercial Vehicle Regulations Apply to You? 

Vehicles over 26,000 lbs must have a 
CDL, follow Drug and Alcohol require-
ments and have an annual DOT inspec-
tion. 
 
Motor homes that are registered as RV’s 
CANNOT be used in a commercial op-
eration. They must be registered in the 
“Y” (truck) class to be used in commer-
cial business (ie: custom harvester bunk-
houses) and must follow the DOT regu-
lations. 
 
Different regulations apply to vehicles 
crossing state lines.  The above is only a 
synopsis of the regulations.  Please con-
tact the MN State Patrol Commercial 
Vehicle Desk at 651-405-6171 or visit 
their website www.fmcsa.gov.dot for 
complete regulation details or to answer 
any additional questions you may have 
regarding these regulations. 

(1-4), STOP! You are not involved in a 
commercial operation. 
 
5.Is the “gross vehicle weight” of the sin-
gle vehicle or combination (truck and 
trailer) greater than 10,000 lbs? 
 
YES—You must follow the appropriate 
regulations for the location(s) you travel. 
(interstate or intrastate) 
 
NO—STOP HERE!  You are not subject 
to commercial vehicle regulations. 
 
If you operate only in Minnesota and the 
combined weight of your vehicle is 
greater than 10,000 lbs you must have a 
US DOT number. It does not need to be 
displayed ON your vehicle but it MUST 
be IN your vehicle. A log book must be 
kept, hours of service must be observed 
and the driver must be at least 18 years 
old and have a valid USDOT health card. 

Did you know in certain circumstances it 
is necessary to DOT your horse trailer, 
boat trailer or race trailer along with 
your livestock trailer?  Do these com-
mercial vehicle regulations apply to you? 
 
1.  Do you declare prize money as in-
come from a business for tax purposes? 
 
2.  Are the costs for the underlying ac-
tivities deducted as a business expense 
for tax purposes? 
 
3.  Do you accept products and/or money 
for advertising a sponsor? 
 
4.   Is the transport vehicle being used  
in the furtherance of a commercial  
operation? (Livestock to market) 
 
If you answered YES to any of the four 
questions, continue on to question five.  
If you answered NO to ALL questions (1
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is reduced. Since an LED lamp pulls 
approximately 1/10 of the power of an 
incandescent lamp more lights can be 
installed on the tractor or trailer. 
 
Prairie Trailer carries a full line of LED 
lights by manufacturers such as Peter-
son, Maxxima, Grote and Trucklite. Stop 
in to see Greg or Jim for your lighting 
needs.  If we don’t have it, we can get it 
for you. 
 
Excerpted from Fleet Owner Magazine 
 

Service News 
Dan Johnson—Service Manager 
 
As you gear up for another busy season 
of field work, be sure your equipment 
has plenty of rubber on the road. To-
day’s tires can take a lot of abuse, but 
neglecting them can be a costly expense. 
Prolong the life of your tires and  lower 
your costs by— 
 
1. Check to be sure your tires are at 

their proper inflation levels. 
 

2.    Establish a program to regularly check 
the air pressure in all your tires. 

 

3.    Keep your vehicles in proper align-
ment to prevent irregular tire wear 

3.  

4. Be sure your tire matches your 
wheel This will help prevent tire run 
out. 

 

5. Learn to “read” your tires. Check for 
the proper amount of tread, cupping 
or feathering. 

 

6.   Rotate your tires regularly. 
6.  

7. Protect sidewalls from curb damage 
 

8.   Replace tires with matching ones.  
 

9.   Check and replace worn wheel and 
suspension components. 

 

   Let Prairie Trailer help you with your 
tire needs. We have truck and trailer tires 
at competitive prices. Have your vehi-
cles aligned  with Prairie Trailer’s laser 
alignment system to maximize your tire 
wear. Brake and suspension work is also 
available. Call and schedule your ap-
pointment today! 

Parts Report 
Greg Sperr—Parts Manager 
 
Have you thought about converting 
your incandescent trailer lights to 
LED’s but thought you couldn’t af-
ford to do it?  LED lighting is a lot 
less expensive today then when it 
was introduced nearly 20 years ago. 
As the popularity of LED grows, 
volume goes up driving the price 
down. When you consider the head-
ache and expense of being taken out 
of service during a roadside inspec-
tion because a light is out, plus factor 
in the downtime necessary to get 
lights fixed, it makes practical sense 
to switch to LED lighting. 
 
LED lights are typically rated at 
100,000 hours or 11 years of steady 
burning. The extra bonus is that LED 
lights eliminate the fragile filament 
found in incandescent lamps.  Road 
vibration and corrosion are the big-
gest causes of incandescent light fail-
ure due to damaged filaments. With 
LED’s, overall lighting costs are sig-
nificantly less now that the light 
source is no longer the weak link. 
 
Another benefit of LED lighting is 
that they typically dim out over time 
versus abruptly going out suddenly 
when the filament breaks. Because 
LED’s light up instantly when the 
brake pedal is pressed, following 
drivers get quicker notification that 
you are stopping thus improving 
safety. 
 
Besides having an impact on safety 
and reducing downtime and mainte-
nance costs, LED’s reduce amp 
draw, so fatigue to the vehicle’s 
overall electrical/charging system.                              

Ken Lesmeister—President 
 
Welcome to our spring newsletter!  
In this issue you will find an invita-
tion to our annual Customer Ap-
preciation Open House.  I want to 
take this time to invite you, your 
family and friends to come and 
visit our facility and meet our staff.  
We have scheduled a seminar with  
representatives from the MN De-
partment of Transportation who 
will be available to answer any 
questions that you may have on the 
most current rules and laws.  Other 
vendors will also be on hand to 
showcase their products. 
 
We will also have on display some 
of our trailer models, including our 
new Peerless hopper line, Eby live-
stock trailers, Reitnouer, and XL 
Specialized lines. The Side Chuter 
trailer built here at Prairie Trailer 
will also be on  display. There will  
be  fun games and challenges for 
you to enjoy along with  good food 
and refreshments.  
 
May 1st is the day of our Open 
House and coincidentally is also 
May Day. History tells us that May 
Day is an untraditional celebration 
of spring with fresh flowers. Hope-
fully, we have this long winter be-
hind us and we can look forward to 
spring’s fresh flowers, green grass 
and the start of a new growing sea-
son.  
 
We hope you will be able to join us 
on May 1st! 

                            Ken 
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